
The Guide to Your Parent Report for  
the New York State Alternate Assessment (NYSAA) 
the new york state education department

This guide will help you understand the scores on your child’s report and  
the recommendations for your child.

ENGLISH

Your child’s information

Here you will find: your child’s name, test year, subject of the test, 
assessment grade, school, and district.

Reminders

This area reminds you to use your child’s report for productive 
discussions with your child’s teacher. It encourages you to discuss 
what tasks were performed and what your child learned from 
participating in this assessment. Visit the Department’s website  
at www.NYSParents.com for more information in English  
and Spanish.

Your Child’s Performance Level

The arrow indicates the NYSAA level your child achieved.

What do the Performance Levels mean? 

NYSAA-Level 4: Meeting the Alternate Grade Level Indicators for 

the Learning Standards with Distinction.

NYSAA-Level 3: Meeting the Alternate Grade Level Indicators for 

the Learning Standards.

NYSAA-Level 2: Partially Meeting the Alternate Grade Level 

Indicators for the Learning Standards.

NYSAA-Level 1: Not Meeting the Alternate Grade Level Indicators 

for the Learning Standards.
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Letter from the Commissioner of Education

Dear Parent/Guardian,

The Committee on Special Education (CSE) has identified your child as eligible to participate 
in the New York State Alternate Assessment (NYSAA). Schools use the NYSAA to measure the 
progress of certain students with disabilities in the alternate learning standards for English 
language arts (ELA), mathematics, science, and social studies.  

The NYSAA was developed for certain students with disabilities to ensure access to the 
core curriculum. Students are assessed on tasks aligned with grade-level performance 
expectations. These results should only be used as a starting point to help you understand 
your child’s achievement. You can learn more about your child’s achievement by reviewing 
classroom work, other standards-based assessments, and progress reports during the year;  
by attending parent-teacher conferences; CSE meetings and by establishing a strong 
partnership with your child’s teachers.

Please use this report and the rich collection of work your child has produced to help your 
child reach his or her greatest potential.
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What does Performance Level Mean?

Here are descriptions of the knowledge, skills, and understanding students are expected to 
display in order to meet the requirements of each performance level.

What’s next?

Review with your child’s teacher the results of this assessment to understand your child’s 
strengths and needs.

Talk with the Committee on Special Education about your child’s program, curriculum,  
and instruction.

Work with your child’s school to determine the most appropriate plan of action that would 
allow your child to reach his or her potential.

Visit www.NYSParents.com to find:

·    Resources for parents of students requiring special education services.

·    Information on the New York State Alternate Assessment.

·    Information about helping students with disabilities to improve their reading skills.

·    Resources for teachers looking to improve their instruction of students with disabilities.
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Comparing your child’s performance to state requirements

To meet New York State Alternate Learning Standards, students 
need to perform at NYSAA-Level 3 or above.

How is Performance Level Determined?

The content assessed in NYSAA ELA is aligned with the learning 
standards and grade level core curriculum established for all 
students by the New York State Board of Regents.

Students’ performance is measured on Alternate Grade Level 
Indicators (AGLIs). AGLIs are descriptors of student performance 
expectations for students with severe cognitive disabilities that 
are aligned with grade level core curriculum established for all 
students by the Board of Regents.

Alternate Grade Level Indicators

This area lists and describes the Alternate Grade Level Indicators 
(AGLIs) assessed on the NYSAA. If your child was medically 
excused from taking this assessment because of a significant 
medical illness or injury as documented by a medical practitioner, 
no AGLIs are shown.
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